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of sufferers from these complaints is incontestable; and
it is presumable:that by dilution the use of the wat r
might be greatly extended, for other health reports
with far weaker waters of the same character
claim that they treat succestfully a' great number
of other conditions. (Garrod, an impartial authority,
in his article in the report of the Medico-Chirurgical
Society on the watering places of Great Britain, sp-aks of
the place with strong approval in connexion with cnm-
plaints of a rheumatic-nature, and Weber mentions their
use as a tonic after acute illness. That the tepid swim-
ming baths, with 'their invigorating action on the skin,
would be especially useful in this latter iespect seems
highly probUble. It ray be assumpd, too, that the claim
made by Robin of -Paris for the' waters of Rheinfelden
that they are valuable In chlorosis awcompanied by incom-
plete oxidation-would apply equally to. Droitwich, for
the two waters differ but slightly, if at all, in brine
strength or other important contents. In-point of accom-
modation visitors are well off, there being several excel-
lent hotels which-specially-cater for the infirm, having
bedrooms on the ground floor communicating directly
with' the principal bathiog house. There are also plenty
of good apartment houses. Access to the town is likewise
easy, as its' station, lying on the Great Weatern maini line
from Paddington to Wolverbampton, is als0 served by the
Bristol and Birmingham branch of the Midland Railway.
Finally, it should be mentioned that comparative lack cf
means is not an absolute bar to obtaining treatment at
Droitwich. For many years past there has been in exist-
ence a cbaritable and wellikept institution known as
St. John's Hospital, which receives persons from all parts
,of the kingdom who are unable to pay for themselves,
boards and lodges them free, and superintends their
progres3 while undeirgoing treatment at the older
establishment-the Royal Baths.

TEACHING OF HYGIENE 'AND TEMPERANCE
IN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

AN influential deputation waited upon the Right Hon.
Reginald MeKenna, M.P., President of the Board of
Education, on June 6th, to urge, the desirability of the
introduction into the curriculum of the Education Code of
the teaching of hygiene and temperance and the medical
inspection of children in public elementary schools.
Lard STRATHCONA, in introdu Ang the deputation, said

that in April last he had been asked by* distinguisbed
members of the medical profession to preside at a con-
ference then held on the subject. It was now thirty-
seven years ago since he had introduced what was known
us the Prohibition Act in the territory of the North-West
of America. That Act had a very good effect, and he was
glad to say that Canada might be looked upon as one of the
most temperate nations of the world at the pre 'ent moment.
In the other Colonies great attention had also been given
to the matter, and he was sure that the lozal authoritie3 in.
the Mother Country would be glad to find that some
measures were being taken by the Education Depattment
and the Government which would give such education in
the schools and to thp children as would enable them 'to
think spriously of the evil of intemperance.

Sir THOMAS BARLOW said that three deputations
had been received by the Education Department
within a comparatively short time in respect to the
subject of the teaching of hygiene and temperance
in elementary schools. A large deputation had been
received by Lord Londonderry in the most courteous
manner, but no reply could be given to the prayer
"of that deputation because it was decided that the depart-
ment should wait until after the report of the Depart-
mental Committee on Physical Deterioration had been
submitted. That report was 'issued very shortly after-
wards, and he believed that it supported up to the very
hilt all the contentions put forward. The se3ond deputa-
tion was recently received by Mr. Birrell, who advised
them to be practical, and he ventured to submit that they
had been very practical. They had received a memorandum
from the Education Department which specifically re-
quested that hints should be given as to the practical
working of the t?aching of hygiene and temperance. 'This
was most carefully considered by a London Committee' of
members of the medical profe3sion, and by a special

Board composed of both medical men and educationalists,
and he submitted that the reply they sent in 'to the
Board of Education contained suggestions in the highest
degree practical. Since the time the deputation
had been received by Mr. Birrell the subject had
ripened. There had been an important conference held
at the time of the visit of the Colonial Premiers, in
which experts from various parts of the world; more
especially from the Colonies, gave most valuable informa-
tion, and the Conference had supported the contention
which the deputation had submitted. The petition had
bfen based on reports of several Committees who had
considered the question from the point of view of the
training of teachers to give inlstruction. They now
wished to submit that the subject was ripe for some
definite action, and they urged upon the Board of
Education:

(a) That instruction in bygiene Fnd tOmperance should be
specifically introduced into) the curriculum of- the code,
which, for tbat purpose, should be recast;

(b) Tbat facilities for ep?clal training in these subjects
should be providfd for all teachers;

(c)TThat tbese subjects sthould be reported upon byH.M.
Inspectors of Schools.

Mr. PEAARCE GOULD said he wished to draw attention
to the fact that to the deputation which waited upon
Lord Londonderry a negative was not given to the
request; they were asked to wait until the Physical
Deterioration Ccmmittee had reported; last year when
they waited upon Mr. Birrell again, there was no direct
negative given; they were asked to wait a little longer.
It was inconceivable that any education authority would
give a direct negative to the request of the deputation.
What they had rather to fight against was the tendency
to postpone the matter, and they were there to urge the
Board very earnestly at once to name a day for the intra-
duction of this importanit teacbing. Whenever the matter
was introduced into the code, they all admitted that there
might be a little difficulty in at once finding teachers
everywhere over the country suitable to administer it;
and he ventured to submit that. pressing as the whole
matter of teaching was, the teachiog of teachers was more
pressing, and if the Board did not see its way to introduce
the teaching in schools into the code at once, they truated
it would see its way to introduce the matter into the
training colleges for the instruction of teachers, and
that such iastraction should be of a practical nature
ia properly equipped laboratories by really scientific
instructors. Those who were ultimately to give this
teaching must themselves be scientifically taught. Some-
thing was said last year about there being facilities in
training colleges for giving such instruction. It was not
for them to say one word aQainst training colleges; they
no doubt did the work which was hitherto expected from
them, but this was a new departure, and they knew from
experience that the colleges were not now equipped with
proper laboratories for the work.

After some remarks by Professor SiMs WOODHEAD,
Sir VicroR HORSLEY said he was there to represent the

British Medical Association, and he was extremely sorry
that Dr. Macdonald, the Chairman of Representatives, who
was really the head of the Association, had been called
back to the country. The Asaociation did not profess
to be a body of educational experts, but it shared
the general feeling in the country that the state
of children as they left the scho,ls in the way
of education wa3 not what it might be. He wanted
to know on behalf of the Association what was the
present po3ition of affairs in the House of Commons.
It was characteristic of a general political statement on
national health that the Prime Minister, in referring to
the Education Bill, left out all reference to Mr. McKenna's
Administrative Provisions Bill, and he would like to
know if that Bill was still before the House. They all
felt that the Bill was a most important measure, and they
considered the religious difficulty trifling as compared
with the health of the nation. The Association trans-
mitted to the Board of Education last yFar a request that
it should establish in the Education Department a
medical bulreau, believing that if the Board had a medical
officer- holding a position somewhat less, but still
analogous to that of the medical officer to the Local
Government Board, he would assiht the subject of corre-
lating the work done by the local authorities. The duties
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of such an officer would be (1) to collate and report upon
facts obtained by an anthropometric survey of school
children;' (2) to collate and consider reports received from
local authorities; (3) to collate and consider facts regarding
hygiene obtained at home and from abroad; (4) to advise
the Board of Edu-ation on medical subjects. The medical
profession felt that for the purposes of economy
one mechanism would carry out the whole of
these official duties and consequently the nation would
gain if these were correlated in the manner suggested.
The British Medical Association believed that the medical
officer of health would be the middle person to report to
the Education Department, and to report-, upon reports
which he again received from the officers actually inspect-
ing the schools and examining the children. In several
large cities educational medical officers had been ap-
pointed, and the work was going on extremely well and in
perfect harmony with the health. authorities, but medical
officers of heilth were anxious that the department should
secure co-ordination of the health authorities with the
o¶cers actually examining the schools. It was hardly
necessary to argue such a point in full detail.
Mr. MOKENNA: I should have thought not.
Sir VIOTOR HORSLEY, continuing, said that at the same

time they had never had a direct answer from the depart-
ment, and he was sent there to ask whether Mr. MI-Kenna
w uld establish the medical bureau, and whether he would
endeavour to secure the co-ordination or not. The British
Medical Association wanted to know whether the Board
would provide for the proper teaching of hygiene and
temperance by altering the code, and by reorganizing the
science teaching in the elementary schools. It also
wanted to know whether the Board would provide that
every teacher should be taught science not by a slight
degree of hygiene teaching as at present established, but
a full teaching of science on an adequate scale. The
Association also desired to know whether the Board would
provide that the inspectors were fully qualified to appre-
ciate the value of the teaching of science, while also
giving the teachers credit for the teaching that they were
giving successfully in hygiene and temperance.

After some remarks from Sir LAUDER BRUNTON,
Mr. MCKENNA said he could assure them that he was

fully in agreement in the desire to carry out the objects of
ths deputition. B it he had got to find the means of carry-
ing them out, and there he found himself confronted with
a very diffi ,ult problem. Had the Board the means of
carrying out the three objects at the present moment?
Mr. Gould had laid his finger upon two weak spots:
the chief one was the difficulty of getting teachers
to teach the teachers, and the second was to get
teachers to teach the children. The second difficulty
would disappear years hence, when the teachers had been
taught; but to give effect to the views of the deputation
they must have teachers to teach the children in the
21,000 schools. A second trouble was to know precisely
what it was that the children were to be taught. Nature
stu ly, science teaching, hygiene and temperance were
very easy words to use, but when they came to draw up
their practical syllabus they would find that so far as
temperance was concerned the syllabus offered very
serious difficulties. The Board had the problems of the
teaching of hygiene and temperance before them, and
meant to the best of their abilities to solve them. Those
who had spoken to him privately he had asked to
have a little patience, and he had fixed twvo months hence
as the limit of their patience. In the early part of August
a great international conference upon the very subject was
to be held in London. He had urged that it was not very
much to ask that he should be allowed time to have the
advantage of hearing what was said at the conference,
on the subject before giving his reply. Sir Victor
Horsley had put questions to him in a very peremptory
manner, and he was aware from what had been brought to
his notice in the public press that Sir Victor Horsley had
such very strong views as to his opinions upon the subject
that he understood he proposed to contest his seat in
North Monmouthshire. On these grounds he was more
confidentially informed as to his views than he should
venture to declare himself. Sir Victor HIorsley now asked
him to declare that no further delay would occur in the
establishing of a medical bureau at the Board of Educa-
tion, a bureau which would have to carry, out certain
distinct functions.

Sir VICTOR HORSLEY said he must with all respect pro-
test against being addressed personally; he had explained
that he was merely the mouthpiece of the British Medical
Association.

Mr. MCKENNA said he apologized if he had said any,
thing of a personal nature; Sir Victor Horsley only
addressed him as President of the Board of Education.

.Mr. McKENNA, continuing, said that the Bill for the
medical inspection of schools had not yet been passed
through the House of Commons. It was going to be
pressed, and if the Government got the support of the
House of Commons the Bill would become law; but until
the Bill was passed, and until he knew what form it was
going to take in the House of Commons and in what way
it might be amended in Committee, it would be impossible
and improper for him to declare in advance what the
stated policy of the Board was as to the carrying out of
the proposals of the Bill. He could say generally that the
policy of the Board would be to have expert medical
advice upon the various topics, but he could not lay down
any definite lines for the establishment of a medical
bureau, which could only be of use at all if the Bill which
was now before Parliament was passed. When the Bill
passed, he would be perfectly willing to give a definite
reply. On the general question he was heartily ia
sympathy, as the whole of the Government were, with the
objects which had been laid before him.
In reply to an inquiry, Mr. MoKENNA said that the

Administrative Provisions Bill was a departmental
measure and was still before Parliament, and would be
carried; it was an agreed Bill between the two parties.
The proceedings were brought to a -cloae by Lord

STRATHOONA thanking Mr. McKenna for receiving the
deputation.

PREVENTION OF PULMONARY
TUBERCULOSIS.

A CONFERENCE of representatives of twenty-eight out of
the twenty-nine city and metropolitan borough councils
was held on June 6th at the Paddington Town Hall to
consider the question of taking measures to limit the
spread of pulmonary tuberculosis. The chair was taken
by Alderman H. LIDIARD, J.P., the Mayor of Paddington.

Compulsory Nottilcation of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
Councillor Dr. W. J. NOLAN (Paddington) moved the

following:
That it is desirable that the notification of pulmonary tuber-

culosis should be compulsory.
He said that compulsory notification was necessary to
supply the groundwork for legislation. He did not agree
with the suggestion that consumptives should be isolated;.
and pointed out that the requisite measures could bep
" nicely and gently worked without interfering wi h the
liberty of the subject."

Councillor LYELL (Hampstead), in seconding, declared
that voluntary notification in Hampstead had proved
defective.

Councillor Dr. F. H. ALDERSON (Kensington) moved the
following amendment:
That it is desirable that voluntary notification of pulmonary

tuberculosis should be general throughout Great Britain
and Ireland.

He discussed the difference from the point of view of
notification between tubercalosis and small-pox or diph-
theria, and then showed that as public hygiene increased
in efficiency so consumption decreased. Compulsory
notification would make a social leper of the unfortunate
patient. Anyone with a cough would shun his doctor
for fear of nolification, so that such a compulsory measure
would be a danger to the community. The provision of
sanatoriums would be ruination to the ratepayer. I

Dr. A. J. R[CE.OXLEY (Kensington) seconded the
amendment, which was opposed by Councillor J. E. Woo)>
(Lambeth) and Alderman M. ROBINSON (Wandsworth).

Councillor W. RINES (Battersea), speaking as an expert
on the tailoring industry, declared that wbile compulsory
notification might be hard on the individual, still the
danger to the public must be considered, and if these
phthisical people were "lepers" it was the duty of the
nation to deal with the matter, and if sanatoriums were
necessary then the country must supply them.


